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larly for the following cases, namely: (a) recommencement of
tapping after a period of rest; (b) light and heavy tapping systems;
(c) pollarding; (d) periods of rest; (e) shallow tapping. Also, it
is well known that the rubber-content of latex increases with the
age of the tree.1
Hence, it appears that it may be stated generally that an
increase in the ratio (serum-substances/rubber) leads to a higher
and a decrease in the ratio to a lower rate of cure. This
conclusion, it may be noted, is in accord with that which
an examination of the factors in variation involved in the
preparation procedure would suggest, viz. that increase in the
amount of serum substances associated with the rubber is
favourable to rapidity of cure.
THE ACHIEVEMENT OF UNIFORMITY
In order to avoid, in the vulcanizing properties of the product
prepared in any one form, such variation as arises from variation
in the details of the procedure followed after the latex has issued
from the trees, it is, clearly, necessary that the procedure should
be maintained strictly uniform for different lots of latex and
coagulum, particularly at those points, such as dilution of the
latex, the milling and the drying, where variations from a uniform
procedure are most likely to cause variation in the vulcanizing
properties of the product.2
Estates differ a good deal in the care with which the factory
work is organized, and the closeness and conscientiousness with
which it is supervised. They differ a good deal in the extent to
which the importance of strict uniformity, even in apparently
minor details, is held in view. It would not be unfair to say
that in the case of almost all estates some improvement, and in
the case of many estates a very considerable degree of improve-
ment, in regard to the uniformity of the rubber of any one grade
produced is capable of being brought about by improved organ-
ization and supervision of the factory operations.3
1  Observations on trees from four to eighteen years of age indicated
that the increase of rubber-content was 1-2 per cent, per annum (Wliitby,
Ann. Bot., 1919, 31, 314).
2  Cf. Eaton, Dept. Agric. F.M.S. Bull., No. 27, 1918, p. 376.
3  Bulking tanks are undoubtedly an important aid in securing uniformity
of working conditions.
In the author's opinion the determination of the rubber-content, the
dilution and the coagulation of the latex should always be done under
immediate European supervision.